Spanish

Describing the features of a region [2/3]
- Forming yes/no questions with the verb poder.
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cDonde? Where?
cCuando? When?
¢ Cuanto? How much/how many?

cA qué hora?

At what time??

¢ Hay? s/ are there?

Poder To be able to/ to can

Dar To give/giving

Recomendar To
recommend/recommending

Abrir To open/opening

Empezar To start/starting
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In English, to ask a yes/no
guestion we swap the subject
and verb:

You can walk in the rainforest

NS

Can you walk in the
rainforest?

In Spanish, the word
order stays the same:

Puedes caminar en la selva

NS

¢Puedes caminar en la selva?
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e \When we pay attention to the

e When It Is Important to make your voice go ____ at the
end to indicate a question.
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puede
you can (formal)

puedes

you can (Informal)
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Questions with ‘can’
Formal

e \When we say a question with ‘can’ in it to
someone we don'’t know we say ‘puede’,
which is the same form as ‘s/he’ but means
‘you’' formal:

e You can make the most of the environment

Puede aprovechar el ambiente

e Can you make the the most of the
environment?

. Puede aprovechar el ambiente?

Informal/familiar

e \When we say a question with ‘can’ in it
to someone we Know we say ‘puedes),
which also means ‘you can’ but in an
informal/familiar tone.

e You can make the most of the
environment

Puedes aprovechar el ambiente

e Can you make the the most of the
environment?

;. Puedes aprovechar el ambiente?
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cPuede vs Puedes?

Formal Informal/familiar
. Puede recomendar un restaurante? . Puedes recomendar un restaurante?
cPuede caminar en el bosque? cPuedes caminar en el bosque?

. Puede probar comida tipica? . Puedes probar comida tipica?
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Information questions

e Yes/No guestions require the gquestion marks and change in

INtonation.

e.g. cVives en Perd?

e To ask information questions in Spanish, use a question word.

e e.g.:Donde vives en Peru?
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Describing the features of a region [2 / 3]

1. Puede is the way of saying ‘you can’.
2. For an informal or familiar way of saying ‘you can’ use

3. ¢Donde? means Where? gnd ;Cuando? means

4. Puede and puedes are both usually followed by the

5. In spoken Spanish when asking questions it is
important to think about our
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