Spanish

Describing where you live [3/3]
Ser and Estar
Adjectival placement and agreement

Senorita Woodburn
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amueblado
furnished
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me llamo
my name is
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SER and ESTAR
FILL IN THE MISSING VERBS: PRESENT TENSE PRACTICE

In Spanish, there are two ways to say ‘itis:_esta and_es

There are two ways to say ‘they are’: _estan and _son

Use €esta and estan for location and temporary state/mood.

Use _es and _son _for permanent traits.
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SER and ESTAR
THE IMPERFECT TENSE

In Spanish, there are two ways to say ‘it was’: _estaba and __era .

There are two ways to say ‘they were”:estaban gnd _eran

Use _estaba gnd _estaban for location and temporary
state/mood.

Use _€ra_and €ran_for permanent traits.
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ser
itis
present

they are

estar

present eran
son

it was

esta
estaba

era
€S

estan
era

Imperfect

they were
Imperfect
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itis
present

they are
present

it was
Imperfect

they were
Imperfect

ser

€S

son

era

eran

estar

esta

estan

estaba

estaban
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Adjective position

Unlike in English, adjectives tend to go after the noun in

Spanish.

Examples:

La vivienda moderna La granja antigua
Literal translation: Literal translation:
The housing modern The farm old
Natural transiation: Natural translation:
The modern housing The old farm
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Adjective position

However, there are always exceptions.
For example:

1. ordinal numbers in Spanish (Ist, 2nd, 3rd)
2. limiting adjectives (few, some, too much)
3. meaning-changing adjectives: (same, own)

mismo/a/os/as = same (when it comes before the noun)

mismoy/a/os/as = himself/herself (when it comes after the noun)
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La gramatica

Vivo en la misma casa / la casa misma (1) desde que yo tenia diez afos.
Mi casa es adosada y hay tres plantas que incluyen el sétano. Mi
habitacion es / esta (2) en el sétano. No me gusta porque es / esta (3)
Muy oscura y demasiado pequena. Prefiero la habitacion de mi hermana
ya que es mas grande y amplia. También es / esta (4) arriba, en la
segunda planta / la planta segunda (5). iQué envidia!

En el pasado viviamos en una zona mas ruidosa que estaba / era (6) muy
cerca de la ciudad aunque la zona en que vivimos ahora es / esta (7)

mucho mas tranquila y hay algunos parques bonitos/ parques algunos
bonitos (8). Sin embargo es /[ esta (9) lejos de la ciudad.
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RESPUESTAS

la misma casa (adjective before the noun to mean “same”)
esta (location, present tense)

es (permanent trait, present tense)

esta (location, present tense)

la segunda planta (adjective before the noun, ordinal number)
estaba (location, imperfect tense)

es (permanent trait, present tense)

algunos parques bonitos.

g UTPHAWN

(adjective before the noun to mean “some”)
(adjective after the noun to mean “beautiful”)

9. esta (location, present tense)
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SUMMARY ANSWERS

1. All adjectives in Spanish go after the noun.

FALSE

(ordinal numbers, limiting adjectives and
meaning-changing adjectives go before the noun)

2. ‘Estaba’ means ‘it was' and is used for location and

temporary states.
3. ‘Eran’ means ‘they were' and is used for characteristics

and permanent states.
4. If the noun is ‘el entorno’ then the adjective to match it

will be ‘feo’.
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