German

Describing a dream holiday

- modal verbs + infinitive

- other verbs + zu + infinitive

- wenn clauses with conditional tenses
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would be(would have)
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would have
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der Traumurlaub (e)

dream holiday

die Landschaft (en) l[andscape
die Beruhmtheit(en) celebrity
die Insel (N) island

das Erlebnis (se)

experience

exotisch exotic
lebendig lively
reich rich

sich freuen auf

to look forward to
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The conditional tense of most verbs is formed using the
imperfect subjunctive of werden, plus an infinitive, which goes

to the end
Ich wurde | would
du wurdest you would
er/sie/es/man wdlrde he/she/it/one would
WITr wurden we would
Inr wurdet you would
sie wlrden they would
Sie wurden you would

z.B. ich wurde nach Kalifornien fliegen = | would go to California

wir wurden in einem teuren Hotel wohnen = we would stay in an expensive hotel
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For the verbs konnen and mogen, there is a "short form" of

conditional.

ich konnte | could mochte || would like

du konntest you could mochtest you would like
er/siefes/man konnte he... could mochte he... would like
wWir kdnnten we could mochten we would like
ihr dnntet you could mochtet you would like
sie konnten they could mochten they would like
Sie konnten you could mochten | you would like

z.B. ich kbnnte nach Amerika fahren! = | could go to America

wir mochten im Urlaub auf einer Insel wohnen = we would like to stay on an island on holiday



For the verbs haben and sein, there is also a "short form" of
conditional. The imperfect subjunctive of these verbs can be

used on its own

ich hatte | would have ware | would be

du hattest you would have warest you would be
er/siefes/man hatte he... would have ware he... would be
Wir hatten we would have waren  we would be
ihr hattet you would have wart you would be
sie hatten they would have waren they would be
Sie hatten you would have waren you would be

z.B. ich ware sehr glucklich! = | would be very happy

Wir hatten eine gute Zeit = we would have a good time
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The conjunction wenn is also used in conditional sentences. It is a
subordinating conjunction, which sends the verb to the end of
the clause.

Eg. Ich wurde Tennis spielen. Das Wetter ware gut

Ich wirde Tennis spielen, wenn das Wetter gut ware = I would
play tennis, when/if the weather was (would be) good

You can also start the sentence with wenn. If you do, the word
order is as follows:

Wenn das Wetter gut ware, wirde ich Tennis spielen= When/if the
weather was (would be) good, I would play tennis
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Kannst du die Lucken ausfullen?

1. If | had the money

Wenn ich das Geld hatte

2. 1f | was rich

Wenn ich reich  ware

3. I would stay in an luxury hotel

Ich wiirde IN einem Luxushotel wohnen

4. If we had time, we could do lots of activities

Wenn wir die Zeit hatten, kénnten wir viele Aktivitaten machen

5. I would like to meet lots of celebrities, if | was in America

lch mochte viele Beruhmtheiten treffen, wenn ich in Amerika ware
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Summary of learning

In German, the first person conditional is normally formed using ich
wurde + infinitive

Eg I would go to America = Ich wiurde nach Amerika fahren

Some verbs have a short form of conditional eg. ich hatte = I would have,
ich ware + I would be.

These are frequently used in sentences with "wenn"

Eg. If | had a lot of money, | would go to America

Wenn ich viel Geld hatte | wiurde jch nach Amerika fahren

Eg. If I was rich, | would go to America

Wenn ich reich ware , wurde ich nach Amerika fahren
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