Spanish

Talking about sports [1/3] Worksheet
The imperfect tense: yo hacia vs. jugaba al

Senorita Woodburn
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El vocabulario

el patinaje sobre hielo |ice skating
el remo rowing
la escalada climbing

los deportes acuaticos

water sports

el piraguismo

canhoeing

la pesca

fishing
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The imperfect tense: hacia vs jugaba

When talking about the sports that ‘I' used to practise in the
past, we can either use ‘yo hacia’ OR ‘yo jugaba’ depending
on the sport that you are referring to.

Yo hacia = | used to do (general sports)

Yo jugaba =1 used to play (team sports that use balls)
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Articles
Notice! When using hacer to talk about sport, we
usually leave out the article (the ‘el/la’).

Let's use ‘yo hacia’ and see some examples of this.

el remo > yo hacia_remo

la escalada > yo hacia_escalada
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Articles

Remember that when you use jugar with sports, you add ‘@’ to
the article. This also happens when saying ‘1 used to play’

| baloncesto > yo jugaba al baloncesto

el voleibol > yo jugaba al voleibol
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Articles

When using ‘yo jugaba’, you literally have to say in Spanish
‘l used to play to the ../

a=to

el = masculine form of ‘the

a+el=al

yo jugaba al baloncesto

Literal translation: | used to play to the basketball
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NoOuPhWN -

Practica
Yo hacia o yo jugaba al?

Cuando era pequeno (yo) ........... pesca.

Cuando era mas joven (YO) ..eeeueee. deportes acuaticos.
En el pasado (yO) .................. tenis.

En el pasado (yoO) ................. piraguismo.

A la edad de ocho (YO) ... gimnasia.

A la edad de trece (YO) ., escalada.

A la edad de quince (YO) ... voleibol.
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NoOuPhWN o

Practica
Yo hacia o yo jugaba al?

Cuando era pequeno yo hacia pesca.

Cuando era mas joven yo hacia deportes acuaticos.
En el pasado yo jugaba al tenis.

En el pasado yo hacia piraguismo.

A la edad de ocho yo hacia gimnasia.

A la edad de trece yo hacia escalada.

A la edad de quince yo jugaba al voleibol.
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Time phrases

Another way to detect the imperfect tense or the ‘used-to
tense’ is by looking at the time phrase used.

Examples in English

‘When | was little, | used to play basketball.’

‘In the past, | used to do fishing with my dad.’

‘When | was younger, | used to do gymnastics.’
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Practica
Time phrases

Cuando era pequeno C) When | was little
Cuando era mas joven |D) When | was younger
En el pasado A) In the past

A la edad de ocho B) At the age of eight

A la edad de trece F) At the age of thirteen
A la edad de quince E) At the age of fifteen
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The imperfect tense: hacia vs jugaba

1. The imperfect is used in order to say what ‘you did’
(completed action in the past). FALSE
The imperfect is used in order to say what ‘you used to do’

(a continuous action in the past).
. ‘Yo hacia’ means ‘l used to do’ in English.
‘Yo jugaba’ means ‘l used to play’ in English.
. After ‘Yo jugaba’ you need ‘al’ in Spanish.
. ‘Yo hacia remo’ means ‘l used to do rowing’ in English.
. ‘A la edad de siete yo jugaba al voleibol'’ means ‘at the age
of seven | used to play volleyball’ in English.
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