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Let’s pronounce them together.

1. España
2. años
3. tengo
4. noche
5. niña
6. mañana



El vocabulario

usar to use, using

ahorrar to save, saving

reciclar to recycle, recycling

limpiar to clean, cleaning

apagar to turn off, turning off

malgastar to waste, wasting



The subjunctive (for points of view)
In Spanish, use the subjunctive to introduce points of view.  
To advocate or insist that something happens, use: 

For example: + present tense verb with 

                                                      -AR and -ER/IR endings swapped

Es necesario que .... ahorremos agua. (ahorrar)

Es esencial que … cambiemos nuestros hábitos.  (cambiar)

Es importante que …. comamos menos carne.   (comer)

Es + adjective + que + present subjunctive



Forming the subjunctive -AR verbs

From the infinitive.. To the stem, add 
present tense -ER verb 
endings.

limpiar limpi…... limpiemos

remove the -AR ending. 

This is the stem.

Note: To mean ‘I’ in the subjunctive, use the same ending as s/he.

Es importante que (yo) limpie mi habitación.



Forming the subjunctive -ER / -IR verbs

From the infinitive.. To the stem, add 
present tense -AR verb 
endings.

vivir viv…... vivamos

remove the -ER / -IR 
ending. 

This is the stem.

Note: To mean ‘I’ in the subjunctive, use the same ending as s/he.

Es importante que (yo) viva una vida más verde.



Irregular subjunctive forms [1/2]
Some important verbs are irregular.  For hacer and tener, take the 
STEM of the present tense ‘I’ form, then add the swapped endings:

tener

hago

tengas

hacer

tengo

haga

Present ‘I’ form

Present subjunctive 

‘I’

‘You’

‘S/he’

‘we’

tenga

tenga haga
hagas

tengamos hagamos



Irregular subjunctive forms [2/2]
Other key verbs are also irregular.

ser ir

seas

vayasea

vayas

sea vaya

‘I’

‘You’

‘S/he’

‘we’

haber (hay)

*haya = there is/are

seamos vayamos



Present indicative or the present subjunctive? 

1. Siempre apagamos los aparatos eléctricos.
2. Nunca reciclamos la basura.
3. Es esencial que no usemos bolsas de plástico.
4. Nunca malgastamos agua.
5. Es recomendable que protejamos el planeta.
6. Es importante que limpiemos el mar.

*Watch out for subjunctive triggering phrases (it’s 
important that … etc.)
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Choose the correct form of the verbs
En nuestro barrio, no hacemos / hagamos mucho para proteger 
el medioambiente. ¡Qué mal! Vivimos / vivamos cerca de la 
costa así que vemos / veamos tanto plástico en el mar cada día. 
Es esencial que hacemos / hagamos más para solucionar el 
problema. Es importante que limpiamos / limpiemos las playas, 
que ponemos / pongamos más contenedores de basura en las 
playas, y que organizamos / organicemos días de limpieza cada 
semana. ¡No hay / haya otra solución!
*Watch out for subjunctive triggering phrases (it’s 
important that … etc.)
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Jigsaw Translation into English
In our town, no hacemos mucho para proteger el 
medioambiente. How bad! Vivimos cerca de la costa so 
vemos tanto plástico en el mar every day. Es esencial que 
hagamos más in order to solve the problem. Es importante 
que limpiemos las playas, that we put more bins on the 
beaches, y que organicemos cleaning days cada semana. ¡No 
hay otra solución!



Jigsaw Translation into English
In our town, we don’t do a lot to protect the environment. 
How bad! We live next to the beach so we see so much 
plastic in the sea every day. It is essential that we do more in 
order to solve the problem. It is important that we clean the 
beaches, that we put more bins on the beaches, and that we 
organise cleaning days every week. There is no other option!



Summary: the subjunctive

1. -AR present tense verb endings change to 

…………………………………………………….. in the subjunctive.

2. After ‘siempre’, you need ………………………………..

3. ‘Es + adjective + que’ triggers the ………………………..

4. Translate into English: ‘es necesario que apaguemos 
los aparatos eléctricos.’

-ER/-IR present tense verb endings

the present tense (indicative).

the subjunctive.

It’s necessary that we turn off the electrical appliances.


