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Task 1 - Answer these questions

Q1 What does OS stand for?

Q3 Why do we need map 
symbols?

Hint: Think about what a map 
would be like without map 
symbols to show the features on a 
map.

Option 4

Q2 What is the name for the 
list of symbols and definition 
found on an OS map?

Q4 What do map symbols 
need to be like?
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Hint: How must maps be designed 
so they are quick and easy to use?
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OS Map Key

Use this key to 
support tasks 2 & 3



Task 2 - Match the symbol with the correct feature
You could write the answer - Map symbol 5 = b

Map symbol 1.

Map symbol 2.

Map symbol 3.

Map symbol 4.
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a. Nature reserve

b. Church

c. National Trust 

d. Windmill 

e. Bus station

f. Museum



Task 3 - Map Symbols
Copy a blank version of the grid below. Using the OS Map Key on Slide 3 sketch the correct symbol for 
the feature shown in each grid.
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Car park Church with Tower Site of battle

Nature reserve Information centre Viewpoint

Coniferous trees Public House Camping and 
caravan site

Note:
You may want to draw a 
large table with small 
symbols if you are going to 
do the challenge.



Optional challenge: Map Symbols
Optional challenge: Turn this grid into a map by adding different types of roads and other features 
using the map symbol key.
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Car park Church with 
Steeple Site of battle

Nature reserve Information centre
Viewpoint

&
Mast

Coniferous trees Public House Camping and 
caravan site

Note:
You may want to draw a 
large table with small 
symbols if you are going to 
do the challenge.


