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What are the features of a 
persuasive letter?

Organisational 
Features

Persuasive 
language

Your address

Recipient’s address

Dear...

Paragraphs 
(Introduction/ 

Conclusion)

Yours sincerely,

I am writing to…
In my opinion...

Did you know…?
Were you aware that?
I am sure that…
It is widely agreed 
that…
Surely you agree 
that…

As you can see…
Without a doubt...



Introduction

Paragraph Notes Key questions

Introduction What is the purpose 
of this letter?
What does 
sustainability mean 
and why is this such 
an important issue?
Why are you writing 
to your MP 
specifically?

- Want to live in a more 
sustainable community

- Sustainability is using 
resources that are good for 
people, the environment and 
the economy both in the 
present and the future

- MPs have the power to make 
changes



Case Study 1 - Curitiba

Paragraph Key points Key questions

Case Study 
1 - Curitiba

Bi-articulated buses
- 270 people per bus
- cheap
- Dedicated bus lanes

Pedestrianised street
- Reduced traffic
- Safer roads

What measures 
has Curitiba  taken 
to become a more 
sustainable city?
What can your MP 
learn from this 
city’s practices?



Case Study 2 - Freiburg

Paragraph Key points Key questions

Case Study 2 - 
Freiburg

What measures 
have Freiburg 
taken to become a 
more sustainable 
city?
What can your MP 
learn from this 
city’s practices?

- Food waste is recycled and 
used to make more energy

- People use items that are 
better for the environment, 
such as disposable nappies

- Trams create less pollution 
and are a cheap way to 
travel

- Lots of vegetation and 
trees: good for health



Recommendation for your local MP

Paragraph Notes Key questions

Recommendation 
for your local MP

What public transport 
links do you have access 
to?
What green spaces do 
you have access to?
What waste can 
currently be recycled in 
your area?
What recommendation 
will you give your MP?

- Trains, buses, overground, 
bicycle, car, taxi

- Lots of small greens, a 
common and a park

- Mixed recycling, food 
waste and household 
waste

- More vegetation, such as 
green roofs on houses/flats



Conclusion

a. Now you have listened to my suggestion, it is time for you to take 
action and help to make our area more sustainable.

b. As you can see, the time has come to take action and make 
sustainable choices for our local environment and the community as 
a whole.

c. Without a doubt there is no time to waste. We need to make more 
sustainable choices, starting now.


