Spanish

Talking about who you admire [2/3]
The imperfect tense vs the preterite
tense

Senorita Woodburn
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Loss of accents in the plural form

Nouns and adjectives ending in -n or -s that stress the final
syllable in the singular lose the accent in the plural form:

Examples:
la civilizacion
la recomendacion
el japonés
el holandeés
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> |as civilizaciones

> |as recomendaciones
> |os japoneses

> |os holandeses




Listen to the words that | say and decide whether the word needs an

accent based on the rule that you have just read.

1.
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Answers

el finlandés (sg)
los alemanes (pl)

las canciones (pl)

la television (sg)

el avién (sg)

las lesiones (pl)
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El vocabulario

seguir to follow, following
luchar to fight, fighting
recaudar to raise, raising
los derechos rights
los fondos funds
la pobreza poverty
la organizacion benéfica charity
el modelo role model
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The preterite tense...
denotes a completed

action in the past. There is
often reference to a
specific time, e.g,, last
month.

The imperfect tense ...
often describes a habitual

action in the past. There is
often reference to
non-specific time, e.g.
always.
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Recognising the tense by verb endings

The preterite tense verb The imperfect tense verb
endings endings
AR ER/IR AR ER/IR
verbs verbs verbs verbs
| e | | aba E
He/she 6 io He/she aba E
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Irregular verbs

The preterite of ser The imperfect of ser

fue = he/she/it was era = | was (used to be)
he/she/it was (used to be)
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La gramatica

| used to admire a Ed Sheeran

Mi modelo a seguir (he) fought por diez anos contra la
pobreza.

| used to follow a Shakira en las redes sociales.

Rosalia (she) worked con una organizacion benéfica el ano
pasado.

Mi cantante favorita was Taylor Swift.

Mi actriz favorita was Penélope Cruz.

J Balvin (he) raised fondos para organizaciones benéficas el
mes pasado con su nueva cancion. "
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ANSWERS

Yo admiraba a Ed Sheeran.

Mi modelo a seguir luché por diez anos contra la pobreza.

Yo seqguia a Shakira en las redes sociales.

Rosalia trabajé con una organizacion benéfica el ano pasado.
Mi cantante favorita era Taylor Swift.

Mi actriz favorita era Penélope Cruz.

J Balvin recaudé fondos para organizaciones benéficas el
mes pasado con su nueva cancion.
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Frida Kahlo

Mi idolo es Frida Kahlo. Era (1) artista mexicana y tenia
(2) una vida dificil. Sufrié (3) lesiones debido a una
accidente de autobus. Sufrié (4) por muchos anos con
su salud. Ella usaba (5) el arte como |la terapia y le daba
(6) una voz. Luchaba (7) por los derechos de las mujeres
y los homosexuales. Durante su vida, demostroé (8)

perseverancia y resiliencia.

Decide whether verbs 1-8 are in the preterite or the
imperfect tense based on their endings.
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Frida Kahlo

Mi idolo es Frida Kahlo. Era (1) artista mexicana y tenia
(2) una vida dificil. Sufrié (3) lesiones debido a una
accidente de autobus. Sufrié (4) por muchos anos con
su salud. Ella usaba (5) el arte como |la terapia y le daba
(6) una voz. Luchaba (7) por los derechos de las mujeres
y los homosexuales. Durante su vida, demostrd (8)

perseveranciay resiliencia.

ANSWERS
The preterite
The imperfect
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Frida Kahlo

Mi idolo es Frida Kahlo. Era artista (1)
mexicana y tenia una vida dificil.
Sufrio lesiones debido a una
accidente de autobus. (2) Sufrid por
muchos anos con su salud. Ella usaba
el arte como la terapia y le daba una
voz. (3) Luchaba por los derechos de
las mujeres y los homosexuales. (4)
Durante su vida, demostroé
perseverancia y resiliencia. (5)

What did Frida Kahlo
used to do?

Why did she have a
difficult life?

What did she use art
as? (2)

What did she used to
fight for? (2)

What did she
demonstrate during
her life?
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ANSWERS

1.

2.

What did Frida Kahlo used to do?

She was an artist

Why did she have a difficult life?

She suffered injuries from a bus accident.
What did she use art as? (2)

As therapy and it gave her a voice.

What did she used to fight for? (2)

Rights for women and the LGBT community
What did she demonstrate during her life?
Perseverance and resilience
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Summary: the imperfect tense vs the preterite tense

1. The preterite tense is used to describe ‘completed
actions at a specific moment in time’ in the past.

2. To refer to ‘I' in the preterite tense you would use !-
é/-i'.

3. The verb endings for ‘I' and ‘he/she’ in the imperfect
tense are the same. TRUE

4. ‘Ella recaudé fondos el mes pasado para UNICEF’ in
English is ‘she raised money last month for UNICEF.’
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