German

Comparing life earlier with life now [2/3]
- Modal verbs in the imperfect and time
indicators
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Rucken

N

Gluck

[luck/happiness]

mussen

[to have to/must]

wunschen

[to wish]
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junger younger

alter older

inzwischen meanwhile / since that time
damals then / at that time
Zzusammen together

niemand no one / nobody
heutzutage nowadays

die Freihelt freedom

jetzt NOowW

friher before /in the past
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Modal verbs in the imperfect tense

‘0 use ‘Modal verbs' to talk about the past, we use the imperfect tense.
o form the imperfect tense, we remove the -en’ from the infinitive (and the
umlaut if there is one) and add the following endings:

myussen (to have to / must)
iIch musste [ had to
du musstest you had to
er/sie /es musste he /she /it had to

The modal verbs konnen and durfen follow the same pattern.
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the modal verb in brackets:

lch .. Bl ESEEl.. Hausaufgaben machen (mussen)
Du BREhRIEEMNI N die Stadt gehen (konnen)
..... . hicht ins Kino gehen (durfen)
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Change these sentences from the present tense to the
imperfect tense

lch muss zur Schule gehen 1. lch musste zur Schule gehen

Er soll Hausaufgalben machen 2. Er sollte ich Hausaufgaben machen
Du darfst nicht allein in die Stadt 3. Du durftest nicht allein in die Stadt
gehen gehen

ch darf mit meinen Freunden inden 4. |ch durfte mit meinen Freunden in den
Park gehen Park gehen
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Time indicators

‘Time indicators’ are words or phrases that we use to indicate a

time frame:

Here are some present tense time indicators:

* jetzt

* heutzutage
* gegenwartig

* 'm Moment

NOowW
nowadays

at the present
at the moment

Here are some past tense time indicators:

* alsich junger war
* damals
* fruher

* In der Vergangenheit

when | was younger
then /at that time
before /in the past
IN the past

Remember to
INnvert the verb
and the subject

IT you use the
time indicator to
start the clausel!
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Write out the sentences using the prompts

1. alsich junger war / mussen / Klavier 1. Alsich junger war musste ich Klavier

lernen lernen \J

2. muUssen / heutzutage / mein Zimmer 2. |ch muss heutzutage mein Zimmer
aufraumen aufraumen

3. frUher/ mussen/ mit deiner Familie/ 3. FrUher musstest du mit deiner Familie
in die Kirche gehen in die KirchW

4, jetzt/dUrfen / mit deinem Bruder/zu 4. Jetzt darfst du mit deinem Bruder zu
Hause bleiben Hause bleiben




Summarising learning

Modal verbs are irregular. They work with another verb in the infinitive
form —the infinitive goes at the end of the clause.

lch muss zu Hause bleiben

0 use ‘Modal verbs' to talk about the past, we use the imperfect tense.
‘o form the imperfect tense, we remove the ‘-en’ from the infinitive (and
the umlaut If there is one) and add the following endings:

myussen (to have to / must)
iIch musste | had to
du musstest you had to
er/sie /es musste he /she /it had to
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Time indicators

‘Time indicators’ are words or phrases that we use to indicate a

time frame:

Here are some present tense time indicators:

* jetzt

* heutzutage
* gegenwartig

* 'm Moment

NOowW
nowadays

at the present
at the moment

Here are some past tense time indicators:

* alsich junger war
* damals
* fruher

* In der Vergangenheit

when | was younger
then /at that time
before /in the past
IN the past

Remember to
INnvert the verb
and the subject

IT you use the
time indicator to
start the clausel!
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Summarising learning

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the modal verb in brackets — don't
forget to invert the verb and the subject if the sentence starts with a time indicator:

Als ich Kind war, __Mmusste ICh  zy Hause bleiben (When | was a
child | had to stay at home)

DU durftest frgher nicht allein zu Hause bleiben (You were not
allowed to stay at home alone in the past)

In der Vergangenheit _durfte er in die Stadt gehen (In the past
he was allowed to go to town)
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