Music

How does a bass line 'ground' the music?
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Quick task: Order the instruments from
lowest to highest in pitch.
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Who would you choose for what part?
Sort them!

Melody Accompaniment

Harpsichord
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Quick quiz - fill in the blanks.
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Bass Clef
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Label the notes
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Why is it Important to always look at the clef when you label
the notes?

| &



Listen to the audio clip of the ground bass Iin

the worksheet, play and analyse

e Does the melody move in steps or leaps?

e Does it ascend or descend?

e How long Is It?

e \What notes does it start and end on??
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Listen to the audio clip of Pachelbel’'s Canon in D
in the worksheet
e \What instruments are playing the ground bass?

e Doesthe ground bass change in any way?

e Canyou come up with a definition for a ground bass?
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Playing the ground bass

e \What hand on the keyboard should you use for
the bass clef? What fingers should you use?

e |f you are on another instrument, what part of
your Instrument will you play it In? (what pitch?)

e How long are the notes?
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Perform the ground bass as part of the
basso continuo

Your options:

e Perform the ground bass in your
left hand, and other melodies in
your right.

e Perform with a member of your

nousehold.

e Perform with my backing track
(you can find this on the

worksheet)
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Melodies 1 and 2

1

F# E

C#

——————

e

11

D C#

| &



R
> L 4
D B D A G B A G
tr
3 1
” SN~
v
A FHFHG FHE D D DED C# |B D YCBCA
2 1. 4 4 5 3 4 2 1 3 2
. -4 t» »—'— ; .<— > '—ﬁ

~

4 _~ 1 4 2 1 5 4
» » & e o e A
r T T Pewoes e 5P

D AAaBAG r# e e DCBCA A G D C

12




Fill in the blanks.
How does a bass line ‘ground’ the music?

Lowest, ground bass, bass line, changing melodies,

basso continuo, bass viol, repeated, Barogue music

A IS the part In a plece of music. A IS the

word for a bass line In that goes underneath

This helps to ground the music and keep it

stable.

The ground bass Is played by the typically a

and harpsichord.
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