
Unit 3 Lesson 11
How is a blues melody structured?
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Composing a blues ‘head’

G G G G

C C G G

D C G G/D

1. Compose a 2 bar blues ‘head’.
2. Use the notes of the blues scale
3. Use swung quaver rhythms
4. Use repetition and simple phrases



Structure your blues melodies
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AAB - Duffy and Bessie Smith 

Use the notes in the blues scale and follow the 12 bar structure 



Structure your blues melodies
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ABAC - “Wade in the Water”

A 8 beats long 

B 8 beats long but 
different pitches

A This is the same as the 
first A phrase - 8 beats 
long

C 8 beats long and the last 
word rhymes with the 
last word of the A 
section

Use the notes in the blues scale and follow the 12 bar structure 
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